
MISSION
To protect, restore, and manage native aquatic species 
and habitats in sufficient quantity and quality to allow 
these species to thrive. The Partnership focuses on the 
restoration of streams, estuaries, and coastal marine 
habitats across the Hawai‘iian Islands.

APPROACH & STRATEGY
A critical management goal is the removal of migration 
barriers to allow fish passage between upper watersheds 
and the sea. The Partnership is supporting on-the-
ground restoration including removal of barriers to 
native fish and invertebrate migration, controlling 
invasive riparian vegetation, improving water quality in 
coastal areas, and contributing to educational programs 
and outreach. Partners include local watershed 
coalitions, private landowners, federal and state 
agencies, and Native Hawaiian groups.

Hawai’i FHP Steering Committee members observe fish passage improvements at an irrigation diversion / Photo credit Dan Shively, USFWS 
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QUICK STATS
Established 2009

Geographic Focus
Hawaiian Islands 
(5 larger islands)

Projects Completed 40+

Stream Miles Restored 150+

Watersheds Improved 20+

Conservation Investment $5M+

Fish Passage Barriers Addressed 20+

Conservation Investment $30M+

OVERVIEW
The Hawai‘i Fish Habitat Partnership (Hawai‘i FHP) is composed of a diverse group of partners that plan and 
implement a technically sound statewide aquatic habitat restoration program with a special focus on inland 
waters including streams, wetlands, and estuaries. The Hawaiian Islands represent one of the most geographically 
isolated island chains in the world, supporting remarkable native communities of fish and invertebrates in 
perennial streams on the five largest islands.



KEY SPECIES
	� Native gobies (‘o‘opu)

	� Hawaiian freshwater shrimp (‘opae)

	� Hawaiian freshwater snails (hihiwai)

	� Hawai‘i Division of Aquatic Resources

	� U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

	� The Nature Conservancy Hawai‘i

	� Native Hawaiian watershed coalitions

	� Private landowners

	� University of Hawai‘i

	� Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (fiscal 
sponsor)

	� Hawai‘i Cooperative Fishery Research Unit

	� Kuaʻāina Ulu ʻAuamo - Hui Mālama Loko Iʻa

	� Hawai‘i DLNR - Division of Forestry and Wildlife

CONTACT & RESOURCES

Website:	 https://hawaiifishhabitat.org/

Contact: 	 Gordon Smith, Coordinator  
HawaiiFHPCoordinator@pm.me 

Hawai‘i Fish Habitat Partnership 
(Hawai‘i FHP) is one of 20 regional 
partnerships within the National Fish 
Habitat Partnership (NFHP) and brings 
together state, federal, tribal, academic, 

and nonprofit partners to address shared conservation 
challenges.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
HAWAI‘I FHP:

Please visit our website: 
https://hawaiifishhabitat.org/

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT:
Hawai’i FHP World Fish 

Migration Day Video 

www.fishhabitat.org | info@fishhabitat.org

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

‘O’opu nopili (Sicyopterus stimpsoni) / Photo credit Gordon Smith, 
Hawai’i FHP 
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